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persons — teachers in the public schools and the active molders of public 
school policies — his book should prove of value. Partly a tract — his 
subtitle is " a plea for the more systematic culture of the sense of beauty," 
— partly a manual of the resources and opportunities of the schools in the 
field of esthetic training, a general view of the 'whole subject is given 
which we should rejoice to see widely assimilated. The chapters on " the 
Esthetic Eesources of the Schools," " Methods of Developing Taste," and 
" the Educational Value of the Drama," contain much that is pedagogic- 
ally good. But along with this good there is not a little that bears the coun- 
tenance of perversity. For example, such a statement as that " the gram- 
matical and prosodical study of language should never be based on lit- 
erary works," would naturally suggest the question, What under the 
skies is such study to be based on ? And when we are told that by it " the 
taste is likely to be vitiated for what is beautiful," we can only wonder 
what can be Dr. Davies's conception of a " literary work " and its func- 
tion. Nor are we reassured in regard to his theories of taste by his own 
literary practise. It may seem unreasonable to expect a more than com- 
mon literary excellence in a work on esthetics, though the reviewer must 
confess to such an expectation, — in the case of Dr. Davies grievously 
disappointed; wordiness of the most laborious type is his obsessing qual- 
ity. But it is to be assumed that the readers to whom Dr. Davies's book 
is addressed will possess native powers of discrimination. 

H. B. Alexander. 
University ov Nebraska. 

A Class-Room Logic. George Hastings McNair. Nyack, New York: 

The Ethlas Press. 1914. Pp. vii + 500. 

This new text-book in logic, like a great many others, finds its chief 
justification in the fact that a teacher of logic is likely to find his own 
book better suited to his needs than that of any other author. 

The present book is definite, clear, and formally systematic in the 
extreme. It is very complete as regards the topics in deductive logic. The 
paragraphing and the typography are such that no student who can keep 
his mind on the matter can fail to see the relation of topics, and if he 
should fail, the outline, the summary, and the review questions at the 
close of each chapter would make his ultimate escape impossible. The 
problems for original thought and investigation which close each chapter 
are frequently helpful and suggestive. 

Only three chapters of the twenty-one deal with inductive logic and 
scientific methods. The last two chapters have to do with logic in the 
class-room and logic and life. Throughout the book there are many sug- 
gestions for practical applications which should be of use to teachers in 
the schools. The author is a member of the staff of the City Training 
School for Teachers in Jamaica, New York. 

Adah Leroy Jones. 

Columbia University. 



